
 

CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 13, 2011 

  

In attendance at the meeting:  Commission Members:  John P. Chiota, Esq., Chairman; William Holden; Vice 

Chairman; Gail J. Hanna, Secretary; James Cordone, Esq.; Russell Friedson; and Paul Timpanelli  

Non-commission members in attendance:  Attorney Robert Maslan 

  

Meeting Called to Order:  7:10PM 

 

The commission tabled the approval of Amended Minutes dated March 30, 2011 and also the Minutes dated 

April 6, 2011 for the next meeting on April 20, 2011. 

 

The following revisions were made to CHAPTER II.  LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: 

Section 2.  Composition and Election 

At the end of the second paragraph:  change reference “Chapter III. Section 8.” to “Chapter VIII 

Section 3.”  

 

Section 5.  Meetings 

Second bullet:  change the end of the “third” business day to the end of the “seventh (7
th

)” business day. 

 

The following revisions were made to CHAPTER III.  EXECUTIVE BRANCH: 

Section 1.  Office of the First Selectman, election and qualifications. 

Change the term of “two (2”) years to term of “four (4)” years. 

 

Section 2.  Powers and duties. 

Subsection (l):   change “Board of Library Trustees to “Library Board”.  

 

Section 3.  Absence, disability, vacancy, etc. 

A.     Insert:  “In the event the Town Treasurer cannot or will not serve, .” 

  
B.     The end of the second paragraph should read:  “The town Treasurer shall become the First 

Selectman and serve as acting First Selectman until the expiration date of the First Selectman’s 

term.” 

 

B.     At the end of the second paragraph, insert:  “In the event the Town Treasurer declines to serve, 

the Town Council shall fill the vacancy.” 

Section 6. Department of Finance. 

 Change term of “two (2”) years to term of “four (4)” years. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
The Charter Revision Commission – April 13, 2011 Meeting Minutes – Page 1 of  3  

 



. 

 

E.  Payments and obligations. 

Subsection (a), insert:  “approved” vouchers. 

Also insert:  “Expense reimbursements” and payments. 

 

G.  Purchasing contracts and expenditures.  

Subsection (b):  change “bids” to “quotes”. 

 

 Section 7.  Town Clerk. 

 Change term of “two (2”) years to term of “four (4)” years. 

 Also, delete:  “subject to the provisions of Chapter VIII, section 20 of this Charter.” 

 

 Section 12.  Department of Public Works. 

B.  Powers and duties. 

Subsection (b).  Put back the original language from the current Charter. 

 

F.  The Director of Public works. 

Language to read as follows:  “The Director of Public Works or his/her designee(s) 

shall be the Superintendent of Highways and Bridges and shall exercise the 

responsibilities of the Department with respect to streets, highways, bridges, 

sidewalks, curbs, street signs and guide posts, and shall perform such other duties as 

the Director of Public Works may require.” 

 

The following revisions were made to CHAPTER VII.  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

Section 13.(changed to Section 11.)  Park and Recreation Commission 

Attorney Maslan submitted new language for the combination of the Park Commission and the 

Recreation Commission.  It will be inserted as:  “F.  Transition terms.” 

 

Section 15.(changed to Section12.)  Golf Commission 

B.  Powers and duties.   

Delete the last sentence:  “The powers and duties established hereunder may be amended or modified, at 

any time, by ordinance adopted by the Council.” 

 

Section 22.(changed to Section 16.)  Ethics Commission 

D.  Procedure. 

At the end of the first sentence, insert:  “, including but not limited to the confidentiality.” 

  

Section 28.(changed to Section 21.)  Official Conduct. 

C.  Violations 

Delete:  “subject to Civil Service Board regulations.” 

 

The following revisions were made to CHAPTER VIII.  ELECTORAL PROCESS: 

Section 8.  Initiative 

A.  Change: “at the last Municipal election” to “in the previous Municipal election.” 

 Also, delete “petition therefor.” 
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The following revisions were made to CHAPTER IX.  ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT PROCEDURES. 

Section 7.  Referendum on approval of the Charter. 

Change election date from “November 4, 2003” to “November 8, 2011”. 

 

J. Chiota assigned the following Chapters to the commission members for revising. 

P. Timpanelli     - Chapter II. 

J. Cordone         - Chapter III. 

G. Hanna           - Chapter VII. 

R. Friedson        - Chapter VIII. 

 

The next Charter Revision Commission Meeting is scheduled for April 20, 2011. 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  9:25PM 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Marilou Mangiamele, Commission Clerk 
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